Sheryl Lain
Dear Candidate for Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Several of our members have asked where each of you stand on Early Childhood Education. Our candidate
survey did not cover this important topic; and we feel that its important to let Wyoming citizens know your
thoughts. No doubt you are tired of answering questions at this stage of the race, but if you would take a
few minutes to respond to the following questions, our members would greatly appreciate it. Feel free to hit
'reply' to this email and just type in your answers.
1.

Which of the following do you prefer as wording for Wyoming’s school attendance law?

A) The parent or guardian of any child resident in this state shall cause the child to be instructed in
subjects commonly and usually taught in the public schools of the state of Wyoming. To accomplish this, a
parent or guardian shall either cause the child to be privately instructed by, or at the direction of, his
parent or guardian; or enrolled in a public school or public charter school, including an online or virtual
charter school or private or parochial school during a period in each year equal to that in which the public
schools are in session; there to conform to the attendance policies and regulations established by the
board of trustees, or other governing body, operating the school attended.
B) Every parent, guardian or other person having control or charge of any child who is a resident of this
state and whose seventh birthday falls on or before September 15 of any year and who has not yet
attained his sixteenth birthday or completed the tenth grade shall be required to send such child to, and
such child shall be required to attend, a public or private school each year, during the entire time that the
public schools shall be in session in the district in which the pupil resides; provided, that the board of
trustees of each school district may exempt any child from the operation of this article when…

Answer: A – I strongly support parents being able to exercise options with respect
to their children's education, whether that means homeschooling or choosing a
private, charter or Christian school. While I believe in the public schools system
overall, those families who need or want to find a different option that is better for
their children should be supported in doing so. The government’s role is to provide
the public school but the responsibility to educate children lies with parents.
2.
Do you believe government should tax all Wyoming citizens to pay for early childhood
education and daycare for some families?
Daycare yes

no

Answer: no
Preschool yes no

Answer: no
3.
Oklahoma has offered universal early childhood education for 15 years, spending the same
amount per child as subsequent grade levels. Yet with this expenditure, fourth grade reading
scores have declined. Please circle your word choice in the following:

Answer: If elected Superintendent of Public Instruction, I will work to
increase/eliminate government involvement in early childhood education.

Answer: I am not in favor of universal, mandatory preschool.
4.
Will you contact our members of Congress urging them to work to pass the Parental Rights
st
Amendment as the 61 legislature
did? http://www.parentalrights.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC={DE675888-E60A-4219-8A5E000083244D13}&DE=

Answer: Given the ever-growing encroachment of government into private lives, I
am supportive of the idea of articulating parental rights. I have not thoughtfully
weighed whether parental rights should rise to the level of a constitutional
amendment. The consistent judicial interpretations of parents’ rights demonstrate
the strength of our Constitution as the guiding principles limiting the ability of
government to interfere. Because I hold the Constitution to be inviolate, I believe it
is critical to be very thoughtful about amending it.

5.
Do you support a parental rights statute in Wyoming similar to this:
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20ENR/hB/HB1384%20ENR.PDF

Answer: Without analyzing every provision, I generally support legislation
articulating and protecting parental rights.
We appreciate your time and wish you the best in the last stretch of this important race!

Sincerely,

Wyoming Citizens Opposing Common Core

